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See, I set before you this day life and prosper-
ity, death and adversity. For I command you
this day, to love the Eternal One your God, to
walk in His ways, and to keep His command-
ments, His laws, and His rules, that you may
thrive and increase, and that the Eternal One
your God may bless you in the land that you are
about to enter and possess. But if your heart
turns away and you give no heed, and are lured
into the worship and service of other gods,
I declare to you this day that you shall certainly
perish; you shall not long endure on the soil that
you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess.
I call heaven and earth to witness against you
this day: I have put before you life and death,
blessing and curse. Choose life—if you and your
offspring would live— by loving the Eternal
One your God, heeding His commands, and
holding fast to Him. For thereby you shall have
life and shall long endure upon the soil that the
Eternal One swore to your ancestors, Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, to give to them.
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PIE JESU

Pie Jesu, Démine,
dona eis réquiem.
sempitérnam.

Merciful Jesus, Lord,
Grant them rest.
Everlasting.
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Q 2:152-157, 164

152] Remember Me; I will remember you. And
thank Me, and never be ungrateful.

153] O believers! Seek comfort in patience and
prayer. Allah is truly with those who are patient.

154] Never say that those martyred in the cause
of Allah are dead—in fact, they are alive! But

you do not perceive it.

155] We will certainly test you with a touch of
fear and famine and loss of property, life, and
crops. Give good news to those who patiently
endure—

156] who say, when struck by a disaster, “Surely
to Allah we belong and to Him we will {all} re-

»
turn.

157] They are the ones who will receive Allah’s
blessings and mercy. And it is they who are

{rightly} guided.

[...]

Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and the
carth; the alternation of the day and the night;
the ships that sail the sea for the benefit of hu-
manity; the rain sent down by Allah from the
skies, reviving the earth after its death; the scat-
tering of all kinds of creatures throughout; the
shifting of the winds; and the clouds drifting
between the heavens and the earth—{in all of
this} are surely signs for people of understan-

ding.
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COMMENTS

CHOOSE LIFE. The theme of the path to life began
early in Moses' speech (Deut. 4:1) and culminates
here in the last words of the speech. This focus at the
conclusion of the Torah returns us to the Torah's ope-
ning: the loss of the tree of life. Humans lose access to the tree of
life as the price of having gained access to the tree of knowledge
of good and bad. Now the people are told, ,I've put in front of you
life and good, blessing and curse.” Using the knowledge of good
and bad, and choosing to do good is the path back to life—not
necessarily eternal life (though who knows?), but meaningful life,
fulfilling life. As the book of Proverbs says about knowledge and
wisdom: It is a tree of life.“ And Jews sing this verse from Proverbs
each Sabbath after reading the Torah and returning it to the ark.
(Richard Elliott Friedman,
[born 1946] Commentary on the Torah, p. 660)

The text of the “Pie Jesu” is the last two lines of the Dies

irae, a 13th-century hymn about the Last Judgment.

From the 14th century until 1970, it was sung in every

Latin-rite requiem. It has its liturgical place immediately
before the proclamation of the Gospel. In the course of the li-
turgical reform of 1970, the Dies irae was removed as a liturgical
element.

After the many images of the preceding stanzas of the Dies irae,
which describe the Last Judgment in the darkest colors, the Pie
Jesu shines with hope for the mercy and kindness of Jesus, whom

* God's companionship of the faithful through life and
‘ death is at the core of these verses from the second

sura of the Qur‘an. The Qur‘an speaks of the encoun-
ter with God after death as a return to Him. This notion shapes
the Muslim consciousness of life: the entire life of a believer is un-
derstood as a journey back to God - a homecoming that is present
in every step of existence.

But this notion does not mean a disregard for life, but rather an
increase in its importance. When God speaks of those who are
killed in His way,* He calls them “the living” - an expression of the
high regard for life that continues beyond death.

This perspective is also reflected in God's signs in creation
(2:164). God's signs teach us that everything that passes away is
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FOR THIS IS YOUR LIFE
(70 xam>2)

Love the Eternal your God and hold fast to Him, for this is your
life. This is the Way of Life, for the Eternal your God teaches you,
which will benefit you (Isa. 44:17)

(Joseph ben Yitzchak Bechor Shor of Orleans [12th century]
Commentary on Deut. 30:20).

According to the commentators, “this” refers to the command-
ment. But | think that the reference is to God, as the psalmist says:
The Eternal is my salvation; the God of my grace (Ps 59:10) is my
shield (Ps 18:3) and my sword (Dt 33:29).

(Abraham ibn Ezra [1089-1167] commentary on Deut. 30:20).

we ask to judge our lives at the Last Judgment with mercy.

Gabriel Fauré (1845-1924), who set the Pie Jesu to music, repeats
this last sentence of the Dies irae several times in his composition
and finally adds the word “sempitérnam” to make it clear that this
peace (réquiem) is an everlasting peace (sempitérnam réquiem).
But “requiem” does not mean “deathly silence”, but the final, but
living rest and completion in God.

also transformed. Death is not an end, but a continuation of the
journey, and life is not a mere transitional stage, but a conscious
preparation for the return to God. Every moment, every decision
bears the traces of this journey. Those who recognize this do not
live in fear of death, but with the certainty that the path to God is
always open - in joy and pain, in life and in dying.

* Historically, these verses were written at the time of the war
against the polytheistic rulers of Mecca, who had expelled the
early Muslim community from their homeland. Those who were
“killed in God's way” are the believers who lost their lives in the
fight against the Meccans, as well as all those who were killed
because of their faith.




GUIDELINES

Stick to the texts

Scriptural Reasoning is much more fruitful if the discus-
sion remains focused on the texts in front of you — rather
than becoming a general discussion on religion. You can
draw from sources other than the passage in front of you,
but you should always be able to connect what you say to
the texts.

Use the original languages to expand con-
versation, not close it down

No English translation is perfect and most people in the
group will not be familiar with all the original languages.
Thus, while the original language of a text may provide
added nuance to an interpretation, the discussion should
be based primarily on the English translation. Don't use
the original languages to shut down discussion.

Feel invited to explore others’ texts

And also invite others to explore your texts. This can be
challenging at first but Scriptural Reasoning is all about
hospitality — inviting others to cross boundaries and get
to know you and your scriptures better. It is about open
discussion rather than trying to reach an authoritative
interpretation of the scripture.

Listen carefully and charitably to others’
comments and give space to them

In Scriptural Reasoning, you should allow for others’ rea-
dings to be expressed and explored even if you have very
clear ideas about how a particular text should be unders-
tood.
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Be honest

You are not expected to be an ‘expert’ on your own scrip-
ture and faith tradition, so be honest about the things you
don’t know or understand. You may not agree with other
people’s interpretations and it is okay to say so — respect-

fully.

Avoid generalisations

Nobody represents their faith tradition so avoid making
statements such as “Christians/Muslims/Jews believe...”.
It would be better to say (for example), “as a Christian/
Muslim/Jew, I think this text means...”

Be present

Your full participation is crucial to Scriptural Reasoning.
This means having a mindful presence- reading, reflec-
ting, listening and discussing. Refrain from any activity
that may hinder this such as using mobile phones- even to
look something up which is related to the text, or physi-
cally leaving the group in the middle of a discussion.

Be respectful when handling the texts

Remember that the different traditions have different
views on how the scriptures should be treated and some
faiths consider their scriptures to be sacred. This me-

ans that care should be taken when handling them; for
example, don’t place them on the floor or put drinks on
them. If you're in doubt about how to treat or dispose of
the texts, speak to a fellow group member.

Source:

www.scripturalreasoning.org/guidelines-for-scriptural-reasoning.html




