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אֶת־ הַיּ֔וֹם  לְפָנֶ֙יךָ֙  נָתַ֤תִּי  רְאֵ֨ה 
וְאֶת־הַמָּ֖וֶת וְאֶת־הַטּ֑וֹב  הַֽחַיִּ֖ים 
מְצַוְּךָ֮ אָנֹכִ֣י  אֲשֶׁ֨ר  וְאֶת־הָרָֽע׃ 
הַיּוֹם֒ לְאַהֲבָ֞ה אֶת־יְהֹוָ֤ה אֱלֹהֶ֙יךָ֙
לָלֶ֣כֶת בִּדְרָכָ֔יו וְלִשְׁמֹ֛ר מִצְוֺתָ֥יו
וְרָבִ֔יתָ וְחָיִ֣יתָ  וּמִשְׁפָּטָ֑יו  וְחֻקֹּתָ֖יו 
בָּאָ֕רֶץ אֱלֹהֶ֔יךָ  יְהֹוָ֣ה  וּבֵֽרַכְךָ֙ 
לְרִשְׁתָּֽהּ׃ בָא־שָׁ֖מָּה  אֲשֶׁר־אַתָּ֥ה 
תִשְׁמָ֑ע וְלֹ֣א  לְבָבְךָ֖  וְאִם־יִפְנֶ֥ה 
לֵאלֹהִ֥ים וְהִֽשְׁתַּחֲוִ֛יתָ  וְנִדַּחְתָּ֗ 
אֲחֵרִ֖ים וַעֲבַדְתָּֽם׃ הִגַּ֤דְתִּי לָכֶם֙
לֹא־ תֹּאבֵד֑וּן  אָבֹ֖ד  כִּ֥י  הַיּ֔וֹם 
תַאֲרִיכןֻ֤ יָמִים֙ עַל־הָ֣אֲדָמָ֔ה אֲשֶׁ֨ר
לָב֥וֹא אֶת־הַיַּרְדֵּ֔ן  עֹבֵר֙  אַתָּ֤ה 
בָכֶ֣ם הַעִדֹ֨תִי  לְרִשְׁתָּֽהּ׃  שָׁ֖מָּה 
וְאֶת־הָאָ֒רֶץ֒ אֶת־הַשָּׁמַ֣יִם  הַיּוֹם֮ 
לְפָנֶ֔יךָ נָתַ֣תִּי  וְהַמָּ֙וֶת֙  הַחַיִּ֤ים 
וּבָֽחַרְתָּ֙ וְהַקְּלָלָ֑ה  הַבְּרָכָ֖ה 
בַּחַיִּ֔ים לְמַ֥עַן תִּֽחְיֶ֖ה אַתָּ֥ה וְזַרְעֶֽךָ׃
אֱלֹהֶ֔יךָ אֶת־יְהֹוָ֣ה  לְאַֽהֲבָה֙ 
כִּ֣י וּלְדׇבְקָה־ב֑וֹ  בְּקֹל֖וֹ  לִשְׁמֹ֥עַ 
לָשֶׁ֣בֶת יָמֶ֔יךָ  וְאֹ֣רֶךְ  חַיֶּ֙יךָ֙  ה֤וּא 
נִשְׁבַּ֨ע אֲשֶׁר֩  עַל־הָאֲדָמָ֗ה 
לְאַבְרָהָ֛ם לַאֲבֹתֶ֛יךָ  יְהֹוָ֧ה 
לָהֶֽם׃ לָתֵ֥ת  וּֽלְיַעֲקֹ֖ב  לְיִצְחָ֥ק 

See, I set before you this day life and prosper-
ity, death and adversity.  For I command you 
this day, to love the Eternal One your God, to 
walk in His ways, and to keep His command-
ments, His laws, and His rules, that you may 
thrive and increase, and that the Eternal One 
your God may bless you in the land that you are 
about to enter and possess.  But if your heart 
turns away and you give no heed, and are lured 
into the worship and service of other gods, 
I declare to you this day that you shall certainly 
perish; you shall not long endure on the soil that 
you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess.  
I call heaven and earth to witness against you 
this day: I have put before you life and death, 
blessing and curse. Choose life—if you and your 
o� spring would live— by loving the Eternal 
One your God, heeding His commands, and 
holding fast to Him. For thereby you shall have 
life and shall long endure upon the soil that the 
Eternal One swore to your ancestors, Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, to give to them.

DEUT 30, 15-20
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PIE JESU

Pie Jesu, Dómine, 
dona eis réquiem.

sempitérnam.

Merciful Jesus, Lord,
Grant them rest.

Everlasting.
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Q  2:152-157, 164

حِيمِ نِ ٱلرَّ حمَٰۡ ِ ٱلرَّ ِ�سۡمِ ٱ�َّ

فٱَذۡكُرُونيِٓ أذَْكُرْكمُْ وَٱشۡكُرُواْ ليِ وَلاَ �كَۡفُرُونِ﴿١٥٢﴾

َ مَعَ لوَٰةِۚ إِنَّ ٱ�َّ برِۡ وَٱلصَّ �نَ ءَامَ�ُواْ ٱسۡتَعِينُواْ بِٱلصَّ ِ اَ ٱ�َّ یأََٰٓيهُّ

برِِ�نَ ﴿١٥٣﴾ ٱلصَّٰ

َٰكِن ۚ بلَۡ أحَۡ�آَءٌ وَ� تُۢ ِ أمَۡوَٰ وَلاَ تقَُولوُاْ لِمَن یقُۡ�لَُ فيِ سَِ��لِ ٱ�َّ

لاَّ �شَۡعُرُونَ ﴿١٥٤﴾

لِ مۡوَٰ نَ ٱلأَۡ نَ ٱلخَۡوۡفِ وَٱلجُۡوعِ وَنقَۡصٍ مِّ ءٍ مِّ وَلنَبَۡلوَُ�َّكمُ ِ�شيَۡ

برِِ�نَ ﴿١٥٥﴾ ِ ٱلصَّٰ تِۗ وَ�شرَِّ َّمَرَٰ وَٱلأَۡنفُسِ وَٱلث

جِعُونَ َّآ إِليَۡهِ رَٰ ِ وَإِن صِيبَةٌ قاَلوُٓاْ إِ�َّ ِ�َّ بَتهُۡم مُّ �نَ إِذَآ أصََٰ ِ ٱ�َّ

﴾١٥٦﴿

َٰئِٓكَ همُُ ٱلمُۡهۡتَدُونَ ةٌۖ وَأُوْل مۡ وَرَحمَۡ ِ بهِّ ن رَّ تٌ مِّ مۡ صَلوََٰ َٰئِٓكَ �لَيهَِۡ أُوْل

﴾١٥٧﴿

…

اَرِ َّيۡلِ وَٱ�نهَّ تِ وَٱلأَۡرۡضِ وَٱخِۡ�لَٰفِ ٱل وَٰ مَٰ إِنَّ فيِ َ�لقِۡ ٱلسَّ

رِي فيِ ٱلبَۡحۡرِ بِمَا ینَفَعُ ٱلنَّاسَ وَمَآ أَ�زَلَ َّتيِ تجَۡ وَٱلفُۡۡ�ِ ٱل

آءٍ فأََحۡ�اَ بِهِ ٱلأَۡرۡضَ بعَۡدَ مَوۡتهِاَ وَبثََّ مَآءِ مِن مَّ ُ مِنَ ٱلسَّ ٱ�َّ

رِ بينََۡ َ�ابِ ٱلمُۡسَخَّ یحَِٰ وَٱلسَّ َّةٍ وَتصرَۡیِفِ ٱلرِّ فِيهاَ مِن كلُِّ دَآب

ِّقَوۡمٍ یعَۡقِلوُنَ ﴿١٦٤﴾ مَآءِ وَٱلأَۡرۡضِ لأَیٓتٍَٰ ل ٱلسَّ

152] Remember Me; I will remember you. And 
thank Me, and never be ungrateful.

153] O believers! Seek comfort in patience and 
prayer. Allah is truly with those who are patient.

154] Never say that those martyred in the cause 
of Allah are dead—in fact, they are alive! But 
you do not perceive it.

155] We will certainly test you with a touch of 
fear and famine and loss of property, life, and 
crops. Give good news to those who patiently 
endure—

156] who say, when struck by a disaster, “Surely 
to Allah we belong and to Him we will {all} re-
turn.”

157] � ey are the ones who will receive Allah’s 
blessings and mercy. And it is they who are 
{rightly} guided.

[...] 

Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and the 
earth; the alternation of the day and the night; 
the ships that sail the sea for the bene� t of hu-
manity; the rain sent down by Allah from the 
skies, reviving the earth a� er its death; the scat-
tering of all kinds of creatures throughout; the 
shi� ing of the winds; and the clouds dri� ing 
between the heavens and the earth—{in all of 
this} are surely signs for people of understan-
ding.
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CHOOSE LIFE. The theme of the path to life began 
early in Moses‘ speech (Deut. 4:1) and culminates 
here in the last words of the speech. This focus at the 
conclusion of the Torah returns us to the Torah‘s ope-

ning: the loss of the tree of life. Humans lose access to the tree of 
life as the price of having gained access to the tree of knowledge 
of good and bad. Now the people are told, „I‘ve put in front of you 
life and good, blessing and curse.“ Using the knowledge of good 
and bad, and choosing to do good is the path back to life—not 
necessarily eternal life (though who knows?), but meaningful life, 
fulfi lling life. As the book of Proverbs says about knowledge and 
wisdom: „It is a tree of life.“ And Jews sing this verse from Proverbs 
each Sabbath aft er reading the Torah and returning it to the ark.
(Richard Elliott  Friedman, 
[born 1946] Commentary on the Torah, p. 660)

FOR THIS IS YOUR LIFE 
(כִּי הוּא חַיֶּי�)

Love the Eternal your God and hold fast to Him, for this is your 
life. This is the Way of Life, for the Eternal your God teaches you, 
which will benefi t you (Isa. 44:17) 
(Joseph ben Yitzchak Bechor Shor of Orleans [12th century]
Commentary on Deut. 30:20). 

According to the commentators, “this” refers to the command-
ment. But I think that the reference is to God, as the psalmist says: 
The Eternal is my salvati on; the God of my grace (Ps 59:10) is my 
shield (Ps 18:3) and my sword (Dt 33:29). 
(Abraham ibn Ezra [1089-1167] commentary on Deut. 30:20).

God‘s companionship of the faithful through life and 
death is at the core of these verses from the second 
sura of the Qur‘an. The Qur‘an speaks of the encoun-

ter with God aft er death as a return to Him. This noti on shapes 
the Muslim consciousness of life: the enti re life of a believer is un-
derstood as a journey back to God – a homecoming that is present 
in every step of existence.

But this noti on does not mean a disregard for life, but rather an 
increase in its importance. When God speaks of those who are 
killed in His way,* He calls them “the living” - an expression of the 
high regard for life that conti nues beyond death. 

This perspecti ve is also refl ected in God‘s signs in creati on 
(2:164). God‘s signs teach us that everything that passes away is 

also transformed. Death is not an end, but a conti nuati on of the 
journey, and life is not a mere transiti onal stage, but a conscious 
preparati on for the return to God. Every moment, every decision 
bears the traces of this journey. Those who recognize this do not 
live in fear of death, but with the certainty that the path to God is 
always open – in joy and pain, in life and in dying.

* Historically, these verses were writt en at the ti me of the war 
against the polytheisti c rulers of Mecca, who had expelled the 
early Muslim community from their homeland. Those who were 
“killed in God‘s way” are the believers who lost their lives in the 
fi ght against the Meccans, as well as all those who were killed 
because of their faith.

The text of the “Pie Jesu” is the last two lines of the Dies 
irae, a 13th-century hymn about the Last Judgment. 
From the 14th century unti l 1970, it was sung in every 
Lati n-rite requiem. It has its liturgical place immediately 

before the proclamati on of the Gospel. In the course of the li-
turgical reform of 1970, the Dies irae was removed as a liturgical 
element.

Aft er the many images of the preceding stanzas of the Dies irae, 
which describe the Last Judgment in the darkest colors, the Pie 
Jesu shines with hope for the mercy and kindness of Jesus, whom 

we ask to judge our lives at the Last Judgment with mercy.

Gabriel Fauré (1845-1924), who set the Pie Jesu to music, repeats 
this last sentence of the Dies irae several ti mes in his compositi on 
and fi nally adds the word “sempitérnam” to make it clear that this 
peace (réquiem) is an everlasti ng peace (sempitérnam réquiem). 
But “requiem” does not mean “deathly silence”, but the fi nal, but 
living rest and completi on in God.
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1. Stick to the texts
Scriptural Reasoning is much more fruitful if the discus-
sion remains focused on the texts in front of you – rather 
than becoming a general discussion on religion. You can 
draw from sources other than the passage in front of you, 
but you should always be able to connect what you say to 
the texts.

2. Use the original languages to expand con-
versation, not close it down
No English translation is perfect and most people in the 
group will not be familiar with all the original languages. 
� us, while the original language of a text may provide 
added nuance to an interpretation, the discussion should 
be based primarily on the English translation. Don‘t use 
the original languages to shut down discussion. 

3. Feel invited to explore others’ texts
And also invite others to explore your texts. � is can be 
challenging at � rst but Scriptural Reasoning is all about 
hospitality – inviting others to cross boundaries and get 
to know you and your scriptures better. It is about open 
discussion rather than trying to reach an authoritative 
interpretation of the scripture.

4. Listen carefully and charitably to others’ 
comments and give space to them
In Scriptural Reasoning, you should allow for others’ rea-
dings to be expressed and explored even if you have very 
clear ideas about how a particular text should be unders-
tood.

5. Be honest
You are not expected to be an ‘expert’ on your own scrip-
ture and faith tradition, so be honest about the things you 
don’t know or understand. You may not agree with other 
people’s interpretations and it is okay to say so – respect-
fully.

6. Avoid generalisations
Nobody represents their faith tradition so avoid making 
statements such as “Christians/Muslims/Jews believe…”. 
It would be better to say (for example), “as a Christian/
Muslim/Jew, I think this text means…”

7. Be present
Your full participation is crucial to Scriptural Reasoning. 
� is means having a mindful presence- reading, re� ec-
ting, listening and discussing. Refrain from any activity 
that may hinder this such as using mobile phones- even to 
look something up which is related to the text, or physi-
cally leaving the group in the middle of a discussion.

8. Be respectful when handling the texts
Remember that the di� erent traditions have di� erent 
views on how the scriptures should be treated and some 
faiths consider their scriptures to be sacred. � is me-
ans that care should be taken when handling them; for 
example, don’t place them on the � oor or put drinks on 
them. If you’re in doubt about how to treat or dispose of 
the texts, speak to a fellow group member.

Source: 

www.scripturalreasoning.org/guidelines-for-scriptural-reasoning.html 
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