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SCRIPTURAL REASONING

ק֥וּמִי לִ֑י  וְאָמַ֣ר  י  ד�דִ֖ עָנָה֥ 
�׃ וּלְכִי־לָֽ י  יָפָתִ֖ י  רַעְיָתִ֥ לָ֛� 
שֶׁם הַגֶּ֕ עָבָר֑  ו  הַסְּתָ֖ י־הִנֵּה֥  כִּֽ
נִרְא֣וּ הַנִּצָּנִים֙  לֽ�׃  הָלַ֥�  חָלַ֖ף 
וְק֥�ל הִגִּי֑עַ  יר  הַזָּמִ֖ עֵ֥ת  רֶץ  בָאָ֔
נוּ׃ הַתְּאֵנָה֙ ע בְּאַרְצֵֽ הַתּ֖�ר נִשְׁמַ֥
ר וְהַגְּפָנִ֥ים ׀ סְמָדַ֖ יהָ  פַגֶּ֔ נְטָה֣  חָֽ
[לָ֛�] לכי  ק֥וּמִי  רֵ֑יחַ  נָתְ֣נוּ 
�׃ {ס} וּלְכִי־לָֽ י  יָפָתִ֖ י  רַעְיָתִ֥

בְּסֵתֶ֙ר֙ לַע  הַסֶּ֗ בְּחַגְוֵי֣  י  י�נָתִ֞
יִ� אֶת־מַרְאַ֔ הַרְאִי֙נִי֙  ה  הַמַּדְרֵגָ֔
כִּי־ק�לֵ֥� אֶת־ק�לֵ֑�  נִי  הַשְׁמִיעִ֖
{ס} נָאוֶֽה׃  י�  וּמַרְאֵ֥ ב  עָרֵ֖

ים שֻׁעָלִ֥ ים  עָלִ֔ שֻֽׁ נוּ֙  חֱזוּ־לָ֨ אֶֽ
ים כְּרָמִ֑ מְחַבְּלִ֣ים  קְטַנִּ֖ים 
֙ לִי י  דּ�דִ֥ ר׃  סְמָדַֽ ינוּ  וּכְרָמֵ֖
עַד֤ ים׃  בַּשּׁ�שַׁנִּֽ הָרֹעֶ֖ה  ל֔�  וַאֲנִי֣ 
שֶׁיָּפוּ֙חַ֙ הַיּ֔�ם וְנָס֖וּ הַצְּלָלִ֑ים סֹב֩
פֶר י א֛� לְעֹ֥ י לִצְבִ֗ דְּמֵה־לְ֨� ד�דִ֜
תֶר׃ {ס} רֵי בָֽ ים עַל־הָ֥ הָאַיָּלִ֖

He answers, my love, and speaks to me: 
Arise, my love, 
my fair one, arise! Oh, come!
For winter is past, 
the rain is over and gone 
Flowers are seen on the ground. 
� e time for singing has come. 
� e voice of the turtledove 
is heard in the courtyard. 
� e � g tree � avors its fruit, 
� e vine‘s young grapes 
give o�  a pleasant smell. 
Come, my shepherdess! 
My beauty, arise! 
And come! 
My dove! � ere in the rock crevice, 
there in the cle�  of the path 
let me see your face! 
let me hear your voice! 
Sweet is your voice, 
beautiful your face! 
Catch us the foxes, 
catch the little foxes, 
the destroyers of the vineyard! 
Our vineyard is budding. 
My friend is mine 
and I am his, 
who grazes among roses. 
Until the day cools 
until the shadows recede, 
turn back, my love! 
Like the frisky doe, 
like a young stag 
over rugged mountains.

SHIR HA-SHIRIM 2:10-17
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PSALM 23

1

The Lord is my shepherd, 
I lack nothing.

2

    He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters,

3

    he refreshes my soul.
He guides me along the right paths
    for his name’s sake.

4

Even though I walk
    through the darkest valley,
I will fear no evil,
    for you are with me;
your rod and your staff ,
    they comfort me.

5

You prepare a table before me
    in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil;
    my cup overfl ows.

6

Surely your goodness 
and love will follow me
    all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
    forever.
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Q 6:95-99

بِسْمِ اللَّهِ الرَّحْمَنِ الرَّحِيمِ

إنَِّ اللَّهَ فاَلقُِ الحَْبِّ وَالنَّوَى يخُْرِجُ الحَْيَّ مِنَ المَْيِّتِ
وَمُخْرِجُ المَْيِّتِ مِنَ الحَْيِّ ذَلكُِمُ اللَّهُ

فأََ�َّ تؤُْفكَُونَ ﴿۹۵﴾       

مْسَ وَالقَْمَرَ فاَلقُِ الإْصِْباَحِ وَجَعَلَ اللَّيلَْ سَكَنًا وَالشَّ
حُسْبَاناً ذَلكَِ تقَْدِيرُ العَْزِيزِ العَْلِيمِ ﴿۹۶﴾    

وَهُوَ الَّذِي جَعَلَ لكَُمُ النُّجُومَ لتِهَْتدَُوا بِهَا فيِ ظلَُُ�تِ البرَِّْ
لنَْا الآْياَتِ لقَِوْمٍ يعَْلمَُونَ ﴿۹۷﴾ وَالبَْحْرِ قدَْ فصََّ

َ�ءِ مَاءً فأَخَْرجَْنَا بِهِ نبََاتَ كُلِّ وَهُوَ الَّذِي أنَزْلََ مِنَ السَّ
ءٍ فأَخَْرجَْنَا مِنْهُ خَضرًِا نخُْرِجُ مِنْهُ حَب°ا مُترَاَكِبًا وَمِنَ شيَْ

النَّخْلِ مِنْ طلَعِْهَا قِنْوَانٌ دَانيَِةٌ وَجَنَّاتٍ مِنْ أعَْنَابٍ
انَ مُشْتبَِهًا وَغَْ½َ مُتشََابِهٍ انظْرُُوا إلىَِ ºَرَهِِ يتْوُنَ وَالرُّمَّ وَالزَّ

إذَِا أºَْرََ وَينَْعِهِ
إنَِّ فيِ ذَلكُِمْ لآَياَتٍ لقَِوْمٍ يؤُْمِنُونَ ﴿۹۹﴾

In the name of God, the Merciful, 
the Compassionate.

95 Indeed, Allah is the One Who causes seeds 
and fruit stones to sprout. He brings forth the 
living from the dead and the dead from the li-
ving. � at is Allah! How can you then be delu-
ded from the truth? 

96 He causes the dawn to break, and has made 
the night for rest and made the sun and the 
moon to travel with precision. � at is the design 
of the Almighty, All-Knowing.

97 And He is the One Who has made the stars 
as your guide through the darkness of land and 
sea. We have already made the signs clear for 
people who know.

99 And He is the One Who sends down rain 
from the sky—causing all kinds of plants to 
grow—producing green stalks from which We 
bring forth clustered grain. And from palm 
trees come clusters of dates hanging within re-
ach. � ere are also gardens of grapevines, olives, 
and pomegranates, similar in shape but dissimi-
lar in taste. Look at their fruit as it yields and 
ripens! Indeed, in these are signs for people who 
believe.
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COMMENTS

In Judaism, Passover is celebrated in the spring. On Shab-
bat during Passover week, the festive scroll for the Pass-
over festival, “Song of Songs of Love” (Hebrew: Shir ha-
Shirim), is recited. � is usually takes place in a special 
recitation style for festive scrolls. � e connection between 

Shir ha-Shirim and Passover was created by the allegorical interpre-
tation in the Targum and Midrash, which thus takes up old prophetic 
traditions (e.g. Hosea 2). � e Jewish religion is a love relationship with 
God, a close, trusting community, a living relationship with the usual 
for every living relationship of ever-new discovery, losing and � nding 
each other, yearning for each other and drawing one‘s energy from the 
presence of the other. 

� e Targum interprets Song of Solomon 2:10-11, the beginning of our 
text, as follows: “In the morning [God] my Beloved answered and said 
to me: ‚Arise, O assembly of Israel, my beloved from of old, beautiful 
in your deeds. Go away, leave the slavery in Mitzrajim (literally “double 
narrowness” = the name of any place where people are unworthily ens-
laved). For behold, the time of slavery (which is like winter) is now over; 
the evil years that I had announced to Abraham at the covenant will be 
shortened; the bitterness in Mitzrajim (which is compared to continu-
ous rain) is gone – and they will never see it again.

The selected verses are taken from the sixth sura of 
the Qur‘an. This part of the sura is about the contri-
buti ons of nature that can be used for the benefi t of 
people and the human world.

In verse 95, the change of seasons from spring to winter and from 
summer to fall is fi rst described metaphorically as the bringing 
forth of the living from the dead and the dead from the living. 

Verse 96 points out the importance of the sun and the moon for 
the establishment of calendars. 

Verse 97 points out the importance of the stars for orientati on 
during night journeys. 

And fi nally verse 99 describes the process of growth and ripe-
ning of fruits and calls all these phenomena signs of God for the 
faithful.

In the Catholic Church, Psalm 23 is always recited at 
the Midday Prayer during Easter Week. It is a touching 
psalm of trust that also expresses the connecti on with 
creati on well.

In the liturgy the verses are sung alternately by the cantor and the 
congregati on. Whenever there is an *, there is a pause for slow 
breathing. 

The form of invoking the triune God is added to the Psalm 
and follows the traditi on of the Benedicti nes in Jerusalem. It is 
intended to emphasize that the Trinitarian faith is an expression 
of faith in the one God, who is also invoked by Jews and Muslims.
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GUIDELINES

1. Stick to the texts
Scriptural Reasoning is much more fruitful if the discus-
sion remains focused on the texts in front of you – rather 
than becoming a general discussion on religion. You can 
draw from sources other than the passage in front of you, 
but you should always be able to connect what you say to 
the texts.

2. Use the original languages to expand con-
versation, not close it down
No English translation is perfect and most people in the 
group will not be familiar with all the original languages. 
� us, while the original language of a text may provide 
added nuance to an interpretation, the discussion should 
be based primarily on the English translation. Don‘t use 
the original languages to shut down discussion. 

3. Feel invited to explore others’ texts
And also invite others to explore your texts. � is can be 
challenging at � rst but Scriptural Reasoning is all about 
hospitality – inviting others to cross boundaries and get 
to know you and your scriptures better. It is about open 
discussion rather than trying to reach an authoritative 
interpretation of the scripture.

4. Listen carefully and charitably to others’ 
comments and give space to them
In Scriptural Reasoning, you should allow for others’ rea-
dings to be expressed and explored even if you have very 
clear ideas about how a particular text should be unders-
tood.

5. Be honest
You are not expected to be an ‘expert’ on your own scrip-
ture and faith tradition, so be honest about the things you 
don’t know or understand. You may not agree with other 
people’s interpretations and it is okay to say so – respect-
fully.

6. Avoid generalisations
Nobody represents their faith tradition so avoid making 
statements such as “Christians/Muslims/Jews believe…”. 
It would be better to say (for example), “as a Christian/
Muslim/Jew, I think this text means…”

7. Be present
Your full participation is crucial to Scriptural Reasoning. 
� is means having a mindful presence- reading, re� ec-
ting, listening and discussing. Refrain from any activity 
that may hinder this such as using mobile phones- even to 
look something up which is related to the text, or physi-
cally leaving the group in the middle of a discussion.

8. Be respectful when handling the texts
Remember that the di� erent traditions have di� erent 
views on how the scriptures should be treated and some 
faiths consider their scriptures to be sacred. � is me-
ans that care should be taken when handling them; for 
example, don’t place them on the � oor or put drinks on 
them. If you’re in doubt about how to treat or dispose of 
the texts, speak to a fellow group member.

Source: 

www.scripturalreasoning.org/guidelines-for-scriptural-reasoning.html 
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