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SCRIPTURAL REASONING

לֹא־תְקַלֵּ֣ל חֵרֵ֔שׁ וְלִפְנֵ֣י עִוֵּ֔ר לֹ֥א
מֵּאֱלֹהֶ֖יךָ וְיָרֵ֥אתָ  מִכְשֹׁ֑ל  תִתֵּ֖ן 
אֲנִ֥י יְהֹוָֽה׃ לֹא־תַעֲשׂ֥וּ עָ֙וֶל֙ בַּמִּשְׁפָּ֔ט
תֶהְדַּ֖ר וְלֹ֥א  פְנֵי־דָ֔ל  לֹא־תִשָּׂ֣א 
פְּנֵ֣י גָד֑וֹל בְּצֶ֖דֶק תִּשְׁפֹּ֥ט עֲמִיתֶֽךָ׃
לֹ֥א בְּעַמֶּ֔יךָ  רָכִיל֙  לֹא־תֵלֵ֤ךְ 
יְהֹוָֽה׃ תַעֲמֹ֖ד עַל־דַּ֣ם רֵעֶ֑ךָ אֲנִ֖י 
בִּלְבָבֶ֑ךָ אֶת־אָחִ֖יךָ  לֹֽא־תִשְׂנָ֥א 
אֶת־עֲמִיתֶ֔ךָ תּוֹכִ֙יחַ֙  הוֹכֵ֤חַ 
לֹֽא־ חֵֽטְא׃  עָלָ֖יו  וְלֹא־תִשָּׂ֥א 
עַמֶּ֔ךָ אֶת־בְּנֵ֣י  וְלֹֽא־תִטֹּר֙  תִקֹּ֤ם 
וְאָֽהַבְתָּ֥ לְרֵעֲךָ֖ כָּמ֑וֹךָ אֲנִ֖י יְהֹוָֽה׃

You shall not insult the deaf, or place a 
stumbling block before the blind. You 
shall fear your God: I am the ETERNAL 
ONE. You shall not render an unfair de-
cision: do not favor the poor or show de-
ference to the rich; judge your kindred 
fairly. Do not deal basely with members 
of your people. Do not profi t by the blood 
of your fellow: I am the ETERNAL ONE. 
You shall not hate your kinsfolk in your 
heart. Reprove your kindred but incur 
no guilt on their account.  You shall not 
take vengeance or bear a grudge against 
members of your people. Love your fel-
low as yourself: I am the ETERNAL ONE. 

(Leviticus 19:14-18)

And I will espouse you forever: 
I will espouse you with righteousness and 
justice, and with goodness and mercy, and 
I will espouse you with faithfulness; Then 
you shall be devoted to the ETERNAL ONE. 

(Hosea 2:21-22)

LEVITICUS 19:14-18, HOSEA 2:21-22

JUSTICE

י לְע�לָם֑ י� לִ֖ וְאֵרַשְׂתִּ֥
ט י� לִי֙ בְּצֶדֶ֣ק וּבְמִשְׁפָּ֔ וְאֵרַשְׂתִּ֥

ים׃ סֶד וּֽבְרַחֲמִֽ וּבְחֶ֖
י בֶּאֱמוּנָה֑ י� לִ֖ וְאֵרַשְׂתִּ֥

עַתְּ אֶת־יְהָ�ֽה׃ {פ} וְיָדַ֖



SCRIPTURAL REASONING

GREGORIAN CHANT (PSALM 119:12-13)

Benedictus es, Domine, 
doce me iustifi cationes tuas: 
benedictus es, Domine, 
doce me iustifi cationes tuas, 
in labiis meis pronuntiavi 
omnia iudicia oris tui.

Praise be to you, Lord; *
    teach me your decrees. (2x)
With my lips I recount *
    all the laws that come 
    from your mouth.

JUSTICE



SCRIPTURAL REASONING

Q 6: 152-156; 160-161

بِسْمِ اللَّهِ الرَّحْمَنِ الرَّحِيمِ

وَلاَ تقَْرَبوُا مَالَ اليَْتِيمِ إلاَِّ بِالَّتِي هِيَ أحَْسَنُ حَتَّى يبَْلغَُ
هُ وَأوَْفوُا الكَْيلَْ وَالمِْيزاَنَ بِالقِْسْطِ لاَ نكَُلِّفُ نفَْسًا إلاَِّ أشَُدَّ
وُسْعَهَا وَإذَِا قلُتْمُْ فاَعْدِلوُا وَلوَْ كَانَ ذَا قرَُْ� وَبِعَهْدِ اللَّهِ

اكُمْ بِهِ لعََلَّكُمْ تذََكَّرُونَ ﴿۱۵۲﴾ أوَْفوُا ذَلكُِمْ وَصَّ

بلَُ وَأنََّ هَذَا صرَِاطِي مُسْتقَِيً� فاَتَّبِعُوهُ وَلاَ تتََّبِعُوا السُّ
اكُمْ بِهِ لعََلَّكُمْ تتََّقُونَ فتَفََرَّقَ بِكُمْ عَنْ سَبِيلِهِ ذَلكُِمْ وَصَّ

﴾۱۵۳﴿

ثمَُّ آتيَْنَا مُوسىَ الكِْتاَبَ َ¢اَمًا عَلىَ الَّذِي أحَْسَنَ وَتفَْصِيلاً
ءٍ وَهُدًى وَرحَْمَةً لعََلَّهُمْ بِلِقَاءِ رَبِّهِمْ يؤُْمِنُونَ لكُِلِّ شيَْ

﴾۱۵۴﴿

وَهَذَا كِتاَبٌ أنَزْلَنَْاهُ مُبَاركٌَ فاَتَّبِعُوهُ وَاتَّقُوا لعََلَّكُمْ
ترُحَْمُونَ ﴿۱۵۵﴾

اَ أنُزْلَِ الكِْتاَبُ عَلىَ طاَئفَِت²َِْ مِنْ قبَْلِنَا وَإنِْ َّ́ أنَْ تقَُولوُا إِ
كُنَّا عَنْ دِرَاسَتِهِمْ لغََافِل²َِ ﴿۱۵۶﴾

…
يِّئةَِ فلاََ مَنْ جَاءَ بِالحَْسَنَةِ فلَهَُ عَشرُْ أمَْثاَلهَِا وَمَنْ جَاءَ بِالسَّ

يجُْزىَ إلاَِّ مِثلْهََا وَهُمْ لاَ يظُلْمَُونَ ﴿۱۶۰﴾

قلُْ إنَِّنِي هَدَاÂِ رÁَِّ إلىَِ صرَِاطٍ مُسْتقَِيمٍ دِينًا قِيًَ� مِلَّةَ
إِبرْاَهِيمَ حَنِيفًا وَمَا كَانَ مِنَ المُْشرْك²َِِ ﴿۱۶۱﴾

In the name of God, the Most Gracious, 
the Most Merciful.

152.  And do not come near the wealth of the or-
phan—unless intending to enhance it—until they at-
tain maturity. Give full measure and weigh with justi-
ce. We never require of any soul more than what it can 
a� ord. Whenever you speak,1 maintain justice—even 
regarding a close relative. And ful� l your covenant with 
Allah. � is is what He has commanded you, so perhaps 
you will be mindful.

153. Indeed, that is My Path—perfectly straight. So 
follow it and do not follow other ways, for they will lead 
you away from His Way. � is is what He has comman-
ded you, so perhaps you will be conscious of Allah.”  

154.  Additionally, We gave Moses the Scripture, 
completing the favour upon those who do good, detail-
ing everything, and as a guide and a mercy, so perhaps 
they would be certain of the meeting with their Lord.

155.  � is is a blessed Book We have revealed. So fol-
low it and be mindful of Allah, so you may be shown 
mercy.

156.  You pagans can no longer say, “Scriptures were 
only revealed to two groups before us and we were un-
aware of their teachings.” 
…

160.        Whoever comes with a good deed will be rewar-
ded tenfold. But whoever comes with a bad deed will be 
punished for only one. None will be wronged.

161.       Say, O Prophet, “Surely my Lord has guided me 
to the Straight Path, a perfect way, the faith of Abraham, 
the upright, who was not one of the polytheists.”

JUSTICE
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COMMENTS

Maimonides (1138-1204) defi ned eight levels of cha-
rity (“justi ce”, Hebrew: Zedaka), with each level being 
higher than the one before. In ascending order, they 
are:

8. Giving reluctantly.
7. Giving less than one should, but with joy.
6. Giving directly to a poor person when asked.
5. Giving to a poor person without being asked.
4. Donati ons where the recipient knows who the donor is, but the 
donor does not know who the recipient is.
3. Donati ons where the donor knows who the donati on is going 
to, but the recipient does not know the donor.
2. Assistance where the donor and recipient do not know each 
other. (e.g. in the case of foundati ons, community funds and cha-
riti es).
1. The highest form of charity is to help a person in need before 
they become impoverished, by making them a generous gift  in a 
dignifi ed manner, granti ng them an appropriate loan, or helping 
them to fi nd a job or start a business so that they do not become 
dependent on others.
[Based on: Mishneh Torah: Hilkhot Matanot Aniyim 10:7-14]

You shall appoint judges and offi  cers in every tribe in all the gates 
of the citi es that the Eternal One your God is giving you, and they 
shall judge the people with justi ce. You shall not pervert justi ce; 
you shall not show favoriti sm; you shall not take a bribe, for a 
bribe blinds the wise and perverts the words of the righteous. You 
shall pursue justi ce and righteousness, and in righteousness you 
shall live, and you shall inherit the land that the Lord your God is 
giving you. (Torah: Deut 16:18-20)

Hosea 2:21-22 is said when putti  ng on the Tefi llin (prayer straps). 
The name of God is symbolically writt en on our hand with the 
straps, which could be a tool of God‘s justi ce every day.

These verses, selected from the sixth sura of the 
Qur‘an, focus on interpersonal justi ce and its relevan-
ce for belief in God, on the one hand, and on God‘s 

justi ce, which refers to God‘s sending down the “Book,” by which 
here the Torah (verse 154) and the Qur‘an (verse 155) are meant. 

The verses 156-157* make it clear that God‘s justi ce requires that 
he send down revelati ons to humanity so that judgment in the 
eschaton takes place according to human foreknowledge. At the 
same ti me, one noti ces in these verses that God‘s justi ce and gui-
dance were themati zed through the sending down of both books 

in connecti on with God‘s mercy. The interplay between God‘s jus-
ti ce and mercy is emphasized again in verse 160, where God‘s 
reward for good deeds is presented as tenfold and the retributi on 
for bad deeds is presented in its exact measure.

* 157. Or say, “If the Book had been sent down to us, we would 
have followed a bett er path than theirs.” But now there has come 
to you a proof from your Lord and guidance and mercy. But who 
is more unjust than he who calls the revelati ons of God a lie and 
turns away from them? Those who turn away from our signs, we 
will repay with a severe punishment for turning away.

This Gregorian chant has its liturgical setti  ng for the of-
fertory (off ering) on the 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
Above the notati on, the neumes (signs) from the Laon 
manuscript (mid-10th century) are shown, and below 

them those from the Einsiedeln manuscript (early 11th century). 
These and a few other manuscripts were the source of the square 
notati on that came into being aft er the inventi on of the staff  lines.
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GUIDELINES

1. Stick to the texts
Scriptural Reasoning is much more fruitful if the discus-
sion remains focused on the texts in front of you – rather 
than becoming a general discussion on religion. You can 
draw from sources other than the passage in front of you, 
but you should always be able to connect what you say to 
the texts.

2. Use the original languages to expand con-
versation, not close it down
No English translation is perfect and most people in the 
group will not be familiar with all the original languages. 
� us, while the original language of a text may provide 
added nuance to an interpretation, the discussion should 
be based primarily on the English translation. Don‘t use 
the original languages to shut down discussion. 

3. Feel invited to explore others’ texts
And also invite others to explore your texts. � is can be 
challenging at � rst but Scriptural Reasoning is all about 
hospitality – inviting others to cross boundaries and get 
to know you and your scriptures better. It is about open 
discussion rather than trying to reach an authoritative 
interpretation of the scripture.

4. Listen carefully and charitably to others’ 
comments and give space to them
In Scriptural Reasoning, you should allow for others’ rea-
dings to be expressed and explored even if you have very 
clear ideas about how a particular text should be unders-
tood.

5. Be honest
You are not expected to be an ‘expert’ on your own scrip-
ture and faith tradition, so be honest about the things you 
don’t know or understand. You may not agree with other 
people’s interpretations and it is okay to say so – respect-
fully.

6. Avoid generalisations
Nobody represents their faith tradition so avoid making 
statements such as “Christians/Muslims/Jews believe…”. 
It would be better to say (for example), “as a Christian/
Muslim/Jew, I think this text means…”

7. Be present
Your full participation is crucial to Scriptural Reasoning. 
� is means having a mindful presence- reading, re� ec-
ting, listening and discussing. Refrain from any activity 
that may hinder this such as using mobile phones- even to 
look something up which is related to the text, or physi-
cally leaving the group in the middle of a discussion.

8. Be respectful when handling the texts
Remember that the di� erent traditions have di� erent 
views on how the scriptures should be treated and some 
faiths consider their scriptures to be sacred. � is me-
ans that care should be taken when handling them; for 
example, don’t place them on the � oor or put drinks on 
them. If you’re in doubt about how to treat or dispose of 
the texts, speak to a fellow group member.

Source: 

www.scripturalreasoning.org/guidelines-for-scriptural-reasoning.html 
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