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BERESHIT 2,4-16

Such is the story of heaven and earth when they
were created. When the Eternal One God made
earth and heaven— when no shrub of the field
was yet on earth and no grasses of the field had
yet sprouted, because the Eternal One God had
not sent rain upon the earth and there was no
man to till the soil, but a flow would well up
from the ground and water the whole surface
of the earth— the Eternal One God formed
man from the dust of the earth. He blew into
his nostrils the breath of life, and man became
a living being. The Eternal One God planted
a garden in Eden, in the east, and placed there
the man whom He had formed. And from the
ground the Eternal One God caused to grow
every tree that was pleasing to the sight and
good for food, with the tree of life in the mid-
dle of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of
good and bad. A river issues from Eden to wa-
ter the garden, and it then divides and becomes
four branches. The name of the first is Pishon,
the one that winds through the whole land of
Havilah, where the gold is. The gold of that
land is good; bdellium is there, and lapis lazuli.
The name of the second river is Gihon, the one
that winds through the whole land of Cush.
The name of the third river is Tigris, the one
that flows east of Asshur. And the fourth riv-
er is the Euphrates. The Eternal One God
took the man and placed him in the garden
of Eden, to till it and tend it. And the Eternal
One God commanded the man, saying, “Of

every tree of the garden you are free to eat.”
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PSALM 104,5-24

S
He set the earth on its foundations;
it can never be moved.
6
You covered it with the watery depths
as with a garment;
the waters stood above the mountains.
7
But at your rebuke the waters fled,
at the sound of your thunder they took to
ﬂight;
8
they flowed over the mountains,
they went down into the valleys,
to the place you assigned for them.
9
You set a boundary they cannot cross;
never again will they cover the earth.
10
He makes springs pour water into the ravines;
it lows between the mountains.
11
They give water to all the beasts of the field;
the wild donkeys quench their thirst.
12
The birds of the sky nest by the waters;
they sing among the branches.
13
He waters the mountains from his upper
chambers;
the land is satisfied by the fruit of his work.
14
He makes grass grow for the cattle,
and plants for people to cultivate—

bringing forth food from the earth:

15
wine that gladdens human hearts,
oil to make their faces shine,
and bread that sustains their hearts.
16
The trees of the Lord are well watered,
the cedars of Lebanon that he planted.
17
There the birds make their nests;
the stork has its home in the junipers.
18
The high mountains belong to the wild goats;
the crags are a refuge for the hyrax.
19
He made the moon to mark the seasons,
and the sun knows when to go down.
20
You bring darkness, it becomes night,
and all the beasts of the forest prowl.
21
The lions roar for their prey
and seek their food from God.
22
The sun rises, and they steal away;
they return and lie down in their dens.
23
Then people go out to their work,
to their labor until evening.
24
How many are your works, Lord!
In wisdom you made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.
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QURAN 16:10-14

He is the One Who sends down rain from the
sky, from which you drink and by which plants

grow for your cattle to graze.

With it He produces for you various crops, oli-
ves, palm trees, grapevines, and every type of
fruit. Surely in this is a sign for those who reflect.

And He has subjected for your benefit the day
and the night, the sun and the moon. And the
stars have been subjected by His command. Su-
rely in this are signs for those who understand.

And He subjected for you whatever He has crea-
ted on earth of varying colours. Surely in thisisa
sign for those who are mindful.

And He is the One Who has subjected the sea,
so from it you may eat tender seafood and ex-
tract ornaments to wear. And you see the ships
ploughing their way through it, so you may seek
His bounty and give thanks to Him.
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COMMENTS

The selected text - Gen 2:4-16 - is taken from the

Torah. For Judaism, the Torah has the legal status of

a constitution, formulating the values of Jewish law.

The Torah describes God's compassionate and just

relationship with His creatures. In order to reflect
God's image on earth and to create a compassionate and just so-
ciety, the Torah provides guidelines and values for life on earth:
for dealing with each other, for dealing with nature and for the
relationship with God.

The selected text (Q 16:10-14) is taken from the six-
teenth chapter (the 16th sura) of the Qur‘an, called
“the Bee”. The name of the sura corresponds to ver-
ses 68-69, which speak of a divine command in the
form of an inspiration to the bee:

*

“Your Lord taught the bee,

,Make yourself some homes in the mountains, from the trees and
what they build. Then eat from all the fruits and follow the paths
of your Lord!* From its interior comes a juice, varied in color. It has
healing properties for people. See, there is truly a sign in this for
people who reflect.”
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The passage quoted here describes the world as an oriental gar-
den and man as a partner in God's creation. A midrash - a popular
interpretation - explains: “When the Holy One, blessed be He,
created the first man, He took him and showed him all the trees
in the Garden of Eden and said to him: ,See my creations, how be-
autiful and exemplary they are. Everything | have created, | have
created for you. Take care not to ruin and destroy my world, be-
cause if you destroy it, there will be no one after you to repair it”
(KohR 7:13).

As can also be seen in these verses, this sura of the Qur‘an is
mainly about God's gifts in nature and invites people to reflect on
these divine gifts. According to the Qur‘anic view, these thoughts
are expected to lead people to a feeling of gratitude towards God
and to respect for nature as God's creation. For this reason, the
sura is also known as “the gifts”.




GUIDELINES

Stick to the texts

Scriptural Reasoning is much more fruitful if the discus-
sion remains focused on the texts in front of you — rather
than becoming a general discussion on religion. You can
draw from sources other than the passage in front of you,
but you should always be able to connect what you say to
the texts.

Use the original languages to expand con-
versation, not close it down

No English translation is perfect and most people in the
group will not be familiar with all the original languages.
Thus, while the original language of a text may provide
added nuance to an interpretation, the discussion should
be based primarily on the English translation. Don't use
the original languages to shut down discussion.

Feel invited to explore others’ texts

And also invite others to explore your texts. This can be
challenging at first but Scriptural Reasoning is all about
hospitality — inviting others to cross boundaries and get
to know you and your scriptures better. It is about open
discussion rather than trying to reach an authoritative
interpretation of the scripture.

Listen carefully and charitably to others’
comments and give space to them

In Scriptural Reasoning, you should allow for others’ rea-
dings to be expressed and explored even if you have very
clear ideas about how a particular text should be unders-
tood.
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Be honest

You are not expected to be an ‘expert’ on your own scrip-
ture and faith tradition, so be honest about the things you
don’t know or understand. You may not agree with other
people’s interpretations and it is okay to say so — respect-

fully.

Avoid generalisations

Nobody represents their faith tradition so avoid making
statements such as “Christians/Muslims/Jews believe...”.
It would be better to say (for example), “as a Christian/
Muslim/Jew, I think this text means...”

Be present

Your full participation is crucial to Scriptural Reasoning.
This means having a mindful presence- reading, reflec-
ting, listening and discussing. Refrain from any activity
that may hinder this such as using mobile phones- even to
look something up which is related to the text, or physi-
cally leaving the group in the middle of a discussion.

Be respectful when handling the texts

Remember that the different traditions have different
views on how the scriptures should be treated and some
faiths consider their scriptures to be sacred. This me-

ans that care should be taken when handling them; for
example, don’t place them on the floor or put drinks on
them. If you're in doubt about how to treat or dispose of
the texts, speak to a fellow group member.

Source:

www.scripturalreasoning.org/guidelines-for-scriptural-reasoning.html




